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The Cleveland Museum of Art 

CENTRAL FIGURES OF AMERICAN MODERN DESIGN, 
VIKTOR SCHRECKENGOST, IN RETROPSECTIVE EXHIBIT1ION 

Fact Sheet 


EXHIBITION Viktor Schreckengost and 20 th -Century Design 

DATES November 12, 2000-February 4, 2001 

VENUE The Cleveland Museum of Art, exclusively 

CONTENTS More than 100 works will provide the first full-scale overview of 

Viktor Schreckengost’ s career as an artist and pioneer industrial designer. 
Highlights include the artist’s work in clay, from cast and carved vessel 
forms to hand-painted ceramics and sculpture of both animal and human 
subjects. Schreckengost’s career in industrial design will also be charted, 
through drawings, photographs, and objects, such as dinnerware, bicycles, 
and pedal cars. 

SIGNIFICANCE This is the first major exhibition to explore the career of this Cleveland- 
based designer who is one of the central figures in American modern 
design since the 1930s. Schreckengost’s design work included such 
everyday items such as china, trucks, and toys; and some of his art (like 
his “Jazz Bowl”) became unique icons of his time. His career bridges the 
fields of fine arts, industrial and product design, and in teaching he 
founded the Department of Design at the Cleveland Institute of Art in the 
1920s. He was teacher to many famous automotive designers, including 
Joe Oros, designer of the 1965 Ford Mustang. Schreckengost once noted 
that he had counted 32 items he had designed along the route from his 
house in Cleveland Heights to his office at the Cleveland Institute of Art. 
Still active at the age of 94, he is a living legend in the world of design. 

HIGHLIGHTS Numerous glazed and painted ceramics, including the large punch bowl 

commissioned by Eleanor Roosevelt, known as the “Jazz Bowl” — widely 
recognized as one of the signature pieces of American Art Deco; 
drawings, paintings, sculpture, including The Apocalypse (1942); 
dinnerware including American’s first modernist dinnerware, the 
Manhattan Dinner Service of 1933; children’s toys, best-selling bicycles 
including the Murray Mercury , Sears Space liner ^ and the Murray Mark 11 
Eliminator ; and a range of pedal cars. 

ADMISSION Exhibition admission is free, thanks in part to the supporters listed below. 
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ACKNOW- Viktor Schreckengost and 20 th -Century Design is organized by the 

LEDGEMENTS Cleveland Museum of Art. The exhibition is made possible by Hahn Loeser 

& Parks LLP, with major support from Northern Trust Company, Nottingham-Spirk 
Design Associates, Betty and Joe Oros, an anonymous donor, and a grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts. 

CURATORS The exhibition curators are Henry Adams, curator of American paintings and Henry 

Hawley, curator of Renaissance and later decorative arts and sculpture of the Cleveland 
Museum of Art. 

CATALOGUE A 200-page fully illustrated catalogue including a narrative history of Viktor 

Schreckengost’ s career, with a chronology and a list of objects he produced 
(approximately 1,500-2,000 items) will be available. 

AUDIO TOUR An audio guide will be available for the exhibition. 

TELEVISION A half-hour documentary on the career of Viktor Schreckengost is being produced by the 

Cleveland Museum of Art and WVIZ-TV 25 (Cleveland public television) for broadcast 
in conjunction with this exhibition. Broadcast dates and stations (in addition to WVIZ) 
will be announced in fall 2000. 

PUBLIC INI 'ORMATION For additional information about the CMA or upcoming exhibitions visit the Web site at 

www.clevelandart.org or call 1-888-CMA-0033. 

MEDIA CONTACT William Prenevost, Senior Officer of External Affairs, ext. 260 
Denise Horstman, Communications Manager, ext. 262 
Ph. (216) 421-7340 
Fax (216) 229-5095 
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